
Senate Education Committee hear school counselor concerns  

On Wednesday, April 22, 2015 CASC Senate Bill 451, passed the Senate 

Education Committee with bipartisan support and is now waiting to be 

approved by the Senate Appropriation Committee.  SB 451 updates 

49600 of the California Education Code (CEC) authorizing school districts 

to provide the structures for a comprehensive educational counseling 

program to meet the growing demands of California’s K-12 students. 

CASC Executive Director, Dr. Loretta Whitson testified along with 

representatives from CTA and the California Association of the Gifted. 

The YouTube video can be accessed by clicking 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izGJJs3Q9tg 

More info 

In the fall of 2014 a delegation of CASC representatives met with Senator 

Lara’s representatives and asked for their support with new legislation. 

California CEC 49600 has not been updated for thirty years. Senator Lara 

credits school counselors for making a difference in his life and 

enthusiastically agreed to author legislation for the school counseling 

profession. The time for bills to be introduced for the 2015 session 

ended at the end of January and now the real work begins as hundreds 

of bills are being shifted through and positions on bills begin to emerge 

from education associations and other interested parties.  SB451 is 

currently moving through the approval process unopposed.  Official 

support from Western Association of College Admission Counselors, 

Pupil Services Collation, California Teachers Association, and the 

California Association of the Gifted were entered into record prior to the 

Senate Education Committee on April 22.   To view the bill click on 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izGJJs3Q9tg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izGJJs3Q9tg


http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/sen/sb_0451-0500/sb_451_bi

ll_20150225_introduced.html 

 

Caption under picture of Senator Lara’s picture 

CASC President Kirsten Barnes and CASC Executive Director Dr. Whitson 

thank Senator Lara for authoring Senate Bill 451 after the successful 

passage of the bill by the Senate Education Committee 

 

 

 

Long overdue; in fact nearly 30 years has gone by since this section of 

the ed code has been revised. 49600 is the guide for school 

administrators and the school counseling profession in California – the 

go-to section of the ed code that outlines the roles and responsibilities 

for school counselors. Education has evolved as well as the school 

counseling profession over the past 30 years, to say the least and 

passage of SB451 is essential to keep up with changing times and 

requirements. 
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